Shirley Rae Mitchell
October 8, 1922 - September 5, 2018

At 95 years of age, Shirley Rae Mitchell passed away peacefully on September 5th, 2018
at St. Luke’s hospice center in Duluth, Minnesota.
She was born on October 8th, 1922, in Duluth, to Charles and Viola Paquin. Always loving
the rich beauty and culture of the city, Shirley lived out her entire life in Duluth and
remained in the home where she raised her family for 63 years, until a month before her
passing
Shirley was an avid gardener, always looking forward to her first tomato crop and her
cherished rhubarb harvest in the summers. As an accomplished cook and baker, she
enjoyed sharing her many special treats. She also loved playing cards at the Senior
Center, chatting with friends, was an active member of First United Methodist (Chester
Park) church and worked assisting the Duluth city hall election team into her 90’s
She had a self-less love for her friends and family, and frequently spent time with loved
ones. Shirley enjoyed making fond memories with her family at Little Grand Lake in
nearby Saginaw.
Shirley was preceded in death by her husband of 58 years, Warren “Mitch”; and sister,
Evelyn Thompson
Shirley is survived and much loved by her three children and their spouses, Warren
(Anne) Mitchell, Jeanette Barouch, and Charles Mitchell; grandchildren, Forrest Barouch,
Parker Barouch, Tracey Kruckenberg (Cody), Kyle Mitchell, and Ryan Mitchell; greatgrandchild, Finnley Kruckenberg; sister, Barbara (Glenn) Lind; and nieces and nephews.
She will be deeply missed and in our hearts forever.
Honoring her request, no public service will be held.

Cemetery
Sunrise Memorial Park Cemetery
4798 Miller Trunk Hwy
Hermantown, MN, 55811

Comments

“

I met Shirley at City Hall. I don’t remember what year it was but we both hit it off. I
just want to tell you what a special lady she was. When ever we did voting we were
sure to hug each other. I just got her phone number two days before I read her
obituary. I was going to call and talk to her. She was one incredible lady and I will
miss her.

Marcia Johnson - October 09, 2018 at 08:11 PM

“

Dear Warren and Jeanette,
I have been out of town for 2 weeks but wanted to make sure I write to you. In 1990 I
"struck gold" when I moved across the alley from your parents. My relationship with
Shirley started slowly but grew to the point that she became very precious to me and
I considered her my dear friend. I remember when the landlord of the house next to
hers tried to berate her behavior to me and I told him off, saying my friend Shirley
would never talk that way. (even though he deserved a good confrontation for trying
to intimidate her). Later on I told Shirley what he said about her and she told me it
was true!! I was so amused and tickled to think she stood up for herself because she
was always so polite.
We would often exchange food we had made, at first asking if the other liked that
particular food. Soon we eliminated that formality because we both agreed we like
"everything"! So it became common for us to "meet in the alley" to give one or the
other something we had made. Shirley would listen to my tales of woe and I would
listen to hers, even though she was not the type who liked to complain or bring too
much attention to herself. Being a person who loved travel, she always told me that I
should travel and experience the world "while I was still young". Shirley was a solid,
sweet, and loving friend who I will dearly miss. Thank you both for being such good
children to her and helping her leave this world with the dignity she deserved. With
most sincere sympathy for your loss, Mary Jean Goulet

MaryJean Goulet - September 29, 2018 at 05:38 PM

“

Jeannie,
So sorry to see of your mom's passing. It's so hard to lose your mom, no matter how
old you are. She was such a wonderful, caring & giving person. Thinking of you!
Sue (Kurshoff) Strohman

Sue - September 18, 2018 at 07:52 AM

“

Shirley was my godmother and aunt who I failed to spend enough time with. As a
student in Duluth for two years, she was a pleasant stop on my way home from
UMD, always seeming to have a cup of coffee and a tasty pastry standing by.....even
when I would show up skidding down the hill on my bike in the snow. She was a
gracious hostess and astoundingly tuned in to the world, even in her last years. I had
the good luck to invite her out for dinner with my family and she sparkled like the
stars and shined like the sun. I hope that I can take some of her energy and sparkle
with me as I move into my older years.
Brian Prokosch, Bird Island and Mendota Heights, Minnesota

Brian Prokosch - September 16, 2018 at 09:27 PM

